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Background of the UrbEnPro Project

An overview of the legal perspective of the prosumer

The rise of energy communities in Austria

Shared energy use meets housing conditions in urban areas

A brief overview of Austrian cities

What observations have been made so far?

Interim results on joint energy use in urban areas
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“Policy and governance of urban energy prosumption
models — examining and co-visioning a social
transformation process”

The joint use of energy has been the subject of

extensive technical and administrative research.
The question regarding the legal implications of
social and spatial factors remain outstanding.
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Researche question:

[0 Why are energy prosumtion in rural areas
generally more common than in urban
areas?

What challenges exist in urban areas?

Key lesson

>> Existing findings indicate that the effects
of electricity law vary depending on the
socio-spatial context. <<

SUSTAINABLE
PLACES 2025

10.10.2025 UrbEnPro | Burgstaller | SP 2025

/=)ENERGIE
“INSTITUT

an der Johannes Kepler Universitat Linz

LEGAL § PoLicy
FRAMEWORK

URGBAN
GOVERNANCE
LANDSCAPE

JXU

JOHANNES KEPLER
UNIVERSITAT LINZ

Landscape of urban energy prosumption. Andreas Bernégger, future.lab TU Wien
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perspective of the
prosumer

Prosumers in the current
Austrian electricity market

EU: AT:
: EAG & EIWOG 2010
RED Il & ED 2024 (Draft EIWG)
m  GEA stands for “community generation | ‘ Renewable Energy
. . Community (REC)
installation Lo
, , A $& Citizen E
— A power generation plant is used by several Q/%(L 1. ~ AD Cgﬁegunﬁg%&q
Y, ad
parties within a building \;I(\\ 380/220 kv
. ~ CEC —= Gemeinschaftliche
[ no grid fees /‘:I Erzeugungsanlage (GEA)
called in english:
[ : here, the ‘proximity of the renewable energ L - LA rensiormer ,Community generation
REC: h the ‘p ty of th bl g R
installations” = similar to
projects’ (RED Il) is resolved via the electricity gric \ \ 1 Jointly acting renewables
110kv self-consumers
levels;
- :
—  thereis aregional REC and a local REC [ the 21 \\,ﬂg\“?ﬁ T /‘1;/
. . . L & x4 ‘/r( . Busbar
system grid fee is reduced in each case). \ \ ﬁl A _ REC regional
sl /
m  CEC: there are no restrictions on the range of the : ) 0 HC\ 30-10kv
electricity grid, so the entire Austrian grid area o1 i d ‘/\ Ny
: S e[
{ . - REC local Umspannwerk Note: The legal situation
can be used. Al m d—] will be extended to further
GEA b= /1 prosumer options (Draft
: — — EIWG, June 2025)
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Overview of energy prosumption
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Shared energy use meets housing conditions in urban areas

m Austrian Electricity Law

Energy communities share electricity via the
electricity grid.

GEA does not require a power grid, but is
connected to a house or internal power line
(separate from the public grid).

The main reference point is the metering point

number for the building or parts of the building.

The metering point number is a fixed point that
cannot be taken with you when you move.

m Rights relating to housing: There are different laws for
multi-parte buildings, e.g.

Austrian Tenancy Act:

For tenants, there is a law that regulates the legal
relationship between tenants and landlords.

Tenants have no right to make decisions about parts of
the building, i.e. no right to demand the installation of a
power generation system.

Austrian Condominium Act:

The purpose of the Act is to regulate the rights and
obligations between flat owners with regard to a
property/building.

The consent of all flat owners is required for common
parts of the building (such as the roof).

A joint decision can be made regarding whether a PV
power plant may be installed on the roof.

10.10.2025
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A brief overview of
Austrian cities

m Suburban versus Urban Areas in Austria

* Insuburban regions, average household

incomes are generally higher than in the city or
rural areas.

* Rural areas in Austria generally have smaller

L

villages with many single-family homes, but ‘t - B N e > T
there are exceptions. ' '
m Property Ownership versus Rental Housing
—  Many people in cities, especially bigger ones,
tend to live in rented apartments or flats.

— Vienna, the capital of Austria, is both the largest
city and a federal state.

— Inrural areas, most people tend to live in
single-family houses they own, rather than rent.
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What observations have been made so far?

m Unclear spatial overlaps
— The electricity grid infrastructure does not always match political or social boundaries. This is particularly

pronounced in urban areas.
This means the visible area is different from the technically needed area for shared energy use.

m No possibility to transfer membership
— Participation in energy communities depends on a fixed metering point that cannot be moved when changing
residence. As a result, it is unclear whether a person can continue membership in the same energy community

after moving.

m Different property rights affect participation
— Inrural and suburban areas, property owners generally have an easier position because they have the rights to

decide on the installation of energy systems such as solar panels.
Tenants usually depend on landlords’ decisions. In buildings with multiple owners, a majority decision is

needed, for example, to install a solar system on a shared roof.
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Interim results on joint energy use in urban areas

m GEA will be able to establish itself more in the city centre. Because here,
it only relates to the structural and legal requirements for the building

and its ownership.

m RECis generally suitable for smaller village and town structures because
of its limited range (via electricity grid).
In larger cities with historically grown spatial structures, it is often
difficult to harmonise the visualisation of electricity infrastructure and

lived space.

m CECis the simplest form because anyone can participate regardless of
where the metering point is located. This tends to make it easier to

connect many consumers to electricity generation facilities in rural areas.
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