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Brief introduction to 
our non-university 
research institution

■ An organisation with three 
different departments for 
interdisciplinary research 
− energy economics, 
− energy law & 
− energy technology

■ Topics in Energy Law
− Energy citizenship
− Sector coupling / 

Power-to-X
− CCU & CCS 
− AI
− District heating / Waste heat

Energieinstitut an der JKU Linz
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METHODS 

Further development of legal and regulatory frameworks 
to achieve climate and energy policy goals by supporting 

new technologies/business models/processes
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Energy and Climate 
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https://energieinstitut-linz.at/en/home/
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AGENDA
■ Background of the UrbEnPro Project

■ An overview of the legal perspective of the prosumer

■ The rise of energy communities in Austria

■ Shared energy use meets housing conditions in urban areas

■ A brief overview of Austrian cities 

■ What observations have been made so far?

■ Interim results on joint energy use in urban areas
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Background of the UrbEnPro 
Project
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“Policy and governance of urban energy prosumption 
models – examining and co-visioning a social 
transformation process”

Reseach context 
• The joint use of energy has been the subject of 

extensive technical and administrative research. 
• The question regarding the legal implications of 

social and spatial factors remain outstanding.

Research perspectives: 
▪ Spatial (planning) aspects
▪ Sociologic aspects
▪ Legal framework analysis



Researche question:
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� Why are energy prosumtion in rural areas 
generally more common than in urban 
areas?

� What challenges exist in urban areas?

Key lesson
>> Existing findings indicate that the effects 
of electricity law vary depending on the 
socio-spatial context. <<

Landscape of urban energy prosumption. Andreas Bernögger, future.lab TU Wien



10.10.2025 UrbEnPro I Burgstaller I SP 2025

■ GEA stands for “community generation 

installation”

− A power generation plant is used by several 

parties within a building 

🡪 no grid fees

■ REC: here, the ‘proximity of the renewable energy 

projects’ (RED II) is resolved via the electricity grid 

levels;

− there is a regional REC and a local REC 🡪 the 

system grid fee is reduced in each case).

■ CEC: there are no restrictions on the range of the 

electricity grid, so the entire Austrian grid area 

can be used.

Key information

6

An overview of the legal 
perspective of the 
prosumer



10.10.2025 UrbEnPro I Burgstaller I SP 2025

The rise of energy 
communities in Austria
Overview of energy prosumption

■ In 2021, there were 
− 770 GEA
− 230 REC
− 5 CEC

■ Today (July 2025) there are
− 3.830 GEA
− 4.600 REC
− 850 CEC
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The landscape of energy communities in Austria that are voluntarily register on the website of the 
Coordination Office for CE. (source: https://energiegemeinschaften.gv.at/landkarte/) 

Source: Presentation Stephan Heidler, 4 Jahre Energiegemeinschaften in Österreich 

REC in Vienna REC in and around Salzburg 
City 

REC in and around 
Graz 
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■ Austrian Electricity Law

− Energy communities share electricity via the 

electricity grid. 

− GEA does not require a power grid, but is 

connected to a house or internal power line 

(separate from the public grid).

− The main reference point is the metering point 

number for the building or parts of the building.

− The metering point number is a fixed point that 

cannot be taken with you when you move.

Energy sharing meets multi-party living arrangements in urban areas

Shared energy use meets housing conditions in urban areas

■ Rights relating to housing: There are different laws for 

multi-parte buildings, e.g.

Austrian Tenancy Act: 

− For tenants, there is a law that regulates the legal 
relationship between tenants and landlords.

− Tenants have no right to make decisions about parts of 
the building, i.e. no right to demand the installation of a 
power generation system.

Austrian Condominium Act:

− The purpose of the Act is to regulate the rights and 
obligations between flat owners with regard to a 
property/building.

− The consent of all flat owners is required for common 
parts of the building (such as the roof).

− A joint decision can be made regarding whether a PV 
power plant may be installed on the roof.
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A brief overview of 
Austrian cities
■ Suburban versus Urban Areas in Austria

• In suburban regions, average household 

incomes are generally higher than in the city or 

rural areas. 

• Rural areas in Austria generally have smaller 

villages with many single-family homes, but 

there are exceptions.

■ Property Ownership versus Rental Housing

−  Many people in cities, especially bigger ones, 

tend to live in rented apartments or flats.

− Vienna, the capital of Austria, is both the largest 

city and a federal state.

− In rural areas, most people tend to live in 

single-family houses they own, rather than rent.

9
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■ Unclear spatial overlaps

− The electricity grid infrastructure does not always match political or social boundaries. This is particularly 

pronounced in urban areas. 

This means the visible area is different from the technically needed area for shared energy use.

■ No possibility to transfer membership

− Participation in energy communities depends on a fixed metering point that cannot be moved when changing 

residence. As a result, it is unclear whether a person can continue membership in the same energy community 

after moving.

■ Different property rights affect participation

− In rural and suburban areas, property owners generally have an easier position because they have the rights to 

decide on the installation of energy systems such as solar panels.

Tenants usually depend on landlords’ decisions. In buildings with multiple owners, a majority decision is 

needed, for example, to install a solar system on a shared roof.

What challenges arise from the interaction between electricity law, housing rights and 
property ownership?

What observations have been made so far?
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■ GEA will be able to establish itself more in the city centre. Because here, 

it only relates to the structural and legal requirements for the building 

and its ownership.

■ REC is generally suitable for smaller village and town structures because 

of its limited range (via electricity grid). 

In larger cities with historically grown spatial structures, it is often 

difficult to harmonise the visualisation of electricity infrastructure and 

lived space.

■ CEC is the simplest form because anyone can participate regardless of 

where the metering point is located. This tends to make it easier to 

connect many consumers to electricity generation facilities in rural areas.

Which energy prosumer model is best suited to which situation?

Interim results on joint energy use in urban areas

Back to Key Lesson 
>> Existing findings 
indicate that the effects 
of electricity law vary 
depending on the 
socio-spatial context.<<
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Thank you for your attention.

Lena Hohenkamp & 
Andreas Bernögger & 
Mara Haas

Junior Researcher
burgstaller@energieinstitut-li
nz.at 

Katrin Burgstaller
Research Support
haml@energieinstitut-linz.at 

Michael Haml
Wolfgang Haider

project partner 
(koordinator)
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■ Katrin Burgstaller/Gernot Becker/Bettina Frantes/Ulfert Höhne, Energiegemeinschaften: Recht & erste 
Praxiserfahrungen, ZTR 2022, 145 https://rdb.manz.at/document/rdb.tso.LIztr20220301 

■ Biresselioglu, M. E., Limoncuoglu, S. A., Demir, M. H., Reichl, J., Burgstaller, K., Sciullo, A., Ferrero, E. (2021) 
Legal Provisions and Market Conditions for Energy Communities in Austria, Germany, Greece, Italy, 
Spain, and Turkey: A Comparative Assessment. Sustainability 2021, 13, 11212 

■ Cejka, S., Zeilinger, F., Stefan, M., Zehetbauer, P., Veseli A., Burgstaller, K., Holzleitner, M-T. (2021). 
Implementation and Operation of Blockchain-Based Energy Communities Under the New Legal 
Framework. Smart Cities, Green Technologies, and Intelligent Transport Systems, 3-30 

■ DerStrandard, Wo man in Österreich am meisten verdient, 14.04.2025: Wo man in Österreich am 
meisten verdient - Karriere - derStandard.de › Wirtschaft

■ Statistik Austria, Jährliche Personeneinkommen: Jährliche Personeneinkommen - STATISTIK AUSTRIA 
- Die Informationsmanager

Literature sources

https://www.derstandard.de/story/3000000214427/wo-man-in-oesterreich-am-meisten-verdient
https://www.derstandard.de/story/3000000214427/wo-man-in-oesterreich-am-meisten-verdient
https://www.statistik.at/statistiken/bevoelkerung-und-soziales/einkommen-und-soziale-lage/jaehrliche-personeneinkommen
https://www.statistik.at/statistiken/bevoelkerung-und-soziales/einkommen-und-soziale-lage/jaehrliche-personeneinkommen
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■ Koordinierungsstelle für Energiegemeinschaften: https://energiegemeinschaften.gv.at/ 

■ Landescape of Energy Communities: https://energiegemeinschaften.gv.at/landkarte/

■ ElWOG 2010: 
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20007
045

■ EAG: 
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=200116
19

■ Energiegemeinschaftskonferenz 2025. 
https://www.klimafonds.gv.at/news-insights/events/nachlese/energiegemeinschaften-konferenz-202
5/ 

■ Stephan Heidler, 4 Jahre Energiegemeinschaften in Österreich – Entwicklungen und aktueller Stand 
(presentation 2025: 
https://www.klimafonds.gv.at/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Stephan-Heidler_Energiegemeinschafte
n-Konferenz-2025.pdf

■ E-Control, EAG-Monitoringbericht (Berichtsjahre 2021 bis 2023):  Jährlicher Bericht über die 
Ökostromentwicklung und die Kraft-Wärme-Kopplung - E-Control

Literature sources

https://energiegemeinschaften.gv.at/
https://energiegemeinschaften.gv.at/landkarte/
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20007045
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20007045
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20011619
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20011619
https://www.klimafonds.gv.at/news-insights/events/nachlese/energiegemeinschaften-konferenz-2025/
https://www.klimafonds.gv.at/news-insights/events/nachlese/energiegemeinschaften-konferenz-2025/
https://www.klimafonds.gv.at/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Stephan-Heidler_Energiegemeinschaften-Konferenz-2025.pdf
https://www.klimafonds.gv.at/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Stephan-Heidler_Energiegemeinschaften-Konferenz-2025.pdf
https://www.e-control.at/eag-monitoringbericht
https://www.e-control.at/eag-monitoringbericht
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■ Austrian Tenancy Act called Mietrechtsgesetz: 
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=
10002531

■ Austrian Condominium Act called Wohnungseigentumsgesetz 2002: 
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=
20001921

■ Einkommen nach Gemeinde: Hier verdient man aktuell am besten: finanz+1

■ Österreichischer Städtebund, Österreichische Städte in Zahlen 2023: oestiz_2023_2.indd

■ First Vienna residential market report (2024): https://publikationen.ehl.at/view/94173747/9/ 

Literature sources

https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=10002531
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=10002531
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20001921
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20001921
https://www.finanz.at/news/einkommen-vergleich-gemeinden-10459/
https://www.kdz.eu/system/files/downloads/2023-04/OESTIZ_2023.pdf
https://publikationen.ehl.at/view/94173747/9/

